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'must.' It is not a category of change. The only category, or objective 
postulate, of change is causality. 

The field of reality with which the reckoning of probability deals, has order 
but is abstracted from causal dependence. The probability fraction merely 
symbolizes this order. The latter is an independent, self-enclosed, yet com- 
prehensible rational connection in the course of real processes. It is the order 
of objective, ontological chance. This chance is not an asylum for our 
ignorance, but an objectively real sphere of being, which the disjunctive judg- 
ment and the reckoning of probability try to comprehend. And the most 
serviceable disjunctions are those that are most nearly complete. 

The law of excluded middle gives the disjunctive judgment its 
transcendental significance. This law gives significant form to ignor- 
ance, concept, and denial, and breathes the transcendental movement into 
the disjunction, — the movement from the problematical position to assertorical 
knowledge in the sphere of ontological chance. 

The author makes frequent critical reference to the opinions of modern 
logicians, and devotes a few pages to the history of views concerning the dis- 
junctive judgment. The book is a valuable study of the logical and psycho- 
logical elements involved in the reckoning of probability. The author does 
not claim to contribute new methods for attaining probability. He does bring 
to light the presuppositions and processes underlying such calculation. 

M. A. Caldwell. 

University of Louisville. 

The Masters of Modern French Criticism. By Irving Babbitt. Boston and 
New York, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1912. — pp. xii, 419. 
"What I have tried to do in this volume" says Professor Babbitt, "is not 
to criticise criticism, at best a somewhat languid business, but to criticise 
critics, which may be a far more legitimate task, especially if the critics happen 
to be, as in the present case, among the most vital and significant personalities 
of their time. ... To study Sainte-Beuve and the other leading critics of the 
nineteenth century is ... to get very close to the intellectual center of the 
century. We may thus follow the main movement of thought through this 
period and at the same time build up the necessary background for the proper 
understanding of the ideas of our own day, whether they continue this earlier 
thought or react from it." 

Professor Babbitt then is mainly concerned in this volume with literature 
as a 'criticism of life.' The literary critic, he tells us, should be prepared to 
meet the philosopher half way, since they are both concerned with the same 
central problem. " For, to inquire whether the critic can judge, and by what 
standards, is only a form of the more general inquiry whether the philosopher 
can discover any unifying principle to oppose the mere flux and relativity. . . . 
I have expressed my own conviction in the following pages that what is needed 
just now is not merely a reaction from scientific positivism (that we are getting 
already) but a reaction from naturalism itself. By this I mean that we should 
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effect our escape from intellectualism not by sinking below it, after the fashion 
of the Bergsonians and pragmatists, but by rising above it, and this would 
involve in turn a use of the Socratic and Platonic method of definition" 
(pp. ix, f.). 

These quotations from the preface of the work indicate quite definitely its 
standpoint and purpose. The author has discussed the main French critics 
of the nineteenth century from Madame de Stael to Brunetiere, devoting two 
chapters to Sainte-Beuve. He has also brought together in a concluding 
chapter the general conclusions of the book regarding the essential standards 
which criticism must recognize, and in this connection has dealt at some length 
with Emerson and Goethe, believing, as he says, "that this problem of dis- 
cipline and standards is not to be solved in terms of French life alone, . . . but 
is international" (p. 368). The book includes further a list of French critics 
with notes on their writings and some indication of their standpoint and results. 

This volume shows the same sanity of view, clearness of thought and expres- 
sion, and philosophical insight which marked Professor Babbitt's earlier writ- 
ings. He has gained his place among the foremost contemporary critics of 
humanistic ideas. There are many sentences in this volume which are as well 
worth quoting as Mathew Arnold's best sayings. And the lesson which he 
constantly enforces — the need of getting beyond both scientific relativity and 
" Rousseauistic " impressionism — is probably the most important one that the 
present age has to learn. " What is most needed just now is not great doctors 
of relativity like Renan and Sainte-Beuve, but rather a critic who, without 
being at all rigid or reactionary, can yet carry into his work the sense of stan- 
dards that are set above individual caprice and the flux of phenomena; who 
can, in short, oppose a genuine humanism to the pseudo-humanism of the 
pragmatists. A critic of this kind might be counted on to proclaim a philos- 
ophy, not of vital impulse, like M. Bergson, but of vital unity and vital re- 
straint — restraint felt as an inner living law and not merely as a dead and 
mechanical outer rule" (p. 379). 

J. E. C. 
Cornell University. 

La philosophic aUemande au XIX s siicle. Par MM. Ch. Andler, V. Basch, 
J. Benrubi, G. Bougle, V. Delbos, G. Dwelshauvers, B. Groethuysen, 
H. Norero. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1912. — pp. vi, 254. 

This volume is composed of lectures which were given in the winter of 19 10- 
11, at l'Ecole des Hautes Etudes sociales, on the contemporary philosophy of 
Germany. The editors express regret that they were unable to include in this 
volume the lecture of Levy-Bruhl on "L'histoire de la philosophic dans l'Alle- 
magne contemporaine," of M. Myerson on " La philosophic des sciences," and of 
M. Simian on "La philosophie du droit." They announce, however, that these 
will be included in other volumes of the series which is to appear. The object 
of the series is to treat as completely as possible the results of contemporary 
German philosophy, taking account as well of the philosophical generaliza- 
tions which have grown up in the field of the positive sciences as of the theories 



